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Ray Kl inginsmi th  o f  t he  Rota r y C lub  o f  Ki r ksv i l l e ,  Mis sour i ,  USA has  ea rned  

degrees  i n  bus iness  and  l aw a t  t he  Un ivers i t y o f  Missour i  and  comple t ed  gradua te  

s tud ies  a t  t he  Univers i t y o f  Cap t  Town,  South  Af r i ca ,  a s  a  Rota r y Founda t ion  

Ambassador i a l  Scho la r .   He  was  genera l  counsel  and  pro fes sor  o f  bus iness  a t  

Nor theas t  Missour i  S t a t e  Univers i t y i n  Ki rksvi l l e  (now Truman S ta t e  Un ivers i t y)  

f rom 1973  unt i l  h i s  r e t i r ement  i n  1995 ,  and  a l so  held  the  pos t  o f  dean  o f  

admin is t ra t ion  fo r  f i ve  years .  

 

K l ing insmi th ,  who now opera t es  a  l aw o f f i ce ,  s e rved  as  an  e l ec t ed  count y 

commiss ion  f rom 2001  to  2004 .   He  has  been  a  d i rec tor  o f  the  Macon  At l an ta  

S t a t e  Bank s ince  1971 and p res ident  o f  the  Char i ton  Val l ey Assoc ia t ion  for  

Hand icapped  Ci t iz ens  s ince  1982.   He  and  h is  wi fe ,  J ud ie ,  have  two  chi ld ren  and  

th ree  grandchi ld ren .  

 

A  Rota r i an  s ince  1961 ,  Kl inginsmi th  has  se rved  Rota r y a s  d i s t r i c t  governor  and  as  

cha i r  o f  t he  1998  Counc i l  on  Legi s l a t ion  in  New Delh i  and  the  2008  Los  Ange les  

Conven t ion  Commit t ee .   He  was  a  member  o f  the  R.  I .  Board  o f  Di recto rs  fo r  

1985-87  and  cha i red  i t s  ex ecut ive  commit t ee  i n  1986 -87 .   K l inginsmi th  jo ined  The 

Rota r y Founda t ion  Trus t ees  i n  2002,  se rv ing  as  v i ce  chai r  i n  2005 -06 ,  and  was  a  

member  o f  the  Fu tu re  Vi s ion  Commit t ee  f rom 20 05  to  2008.   K l inginsmi th ,  a  

Majo r  Donor ,  i s  a  r ec ip i en t  o f  t he  Founda t ion ’s  Ci t a t i on  fo r  Mer i to r ious  Serv i ce  

and  Di s t ingui shed  Serv i ce  Award .  

 

In  add i t ion ,  Kl inginsmi th  has  ea rned  man y honors  i n  h i s  communi t y,  i nc luding  the  

Parent /Care t aker  Award  f rom th e  Missour i  P l ann ing  Counc i l  fo r  Deve lopmenta l  

Di sabi l i t i e s ;  t he  Thomas  D.  Cochran  Award  fo r  Communi t y Serv i ce ,  an  annua l  

s t a t ewide  award  b y the  Young Law yers  Sec t ion  o f  t he  Missour i  Bar ,  and  the  S i lve r  

Beaver  Award  f rom the  Great  Rivers  Counc i l  o f  the  Boy Scou t s  o f  America ,  o f  

wh ich  he  i s  a  fo rmer  member  o f  the  execu t ive  board .  

 

K l inginsmi th  be l i eves  tha t  Rota r y ’ s  bes t  days  a re  s t i l l  ahead .  

 

“The  repu ta t ion  and  ab i l i t y  o f  Rotar ians  to  impac t  t he  wor ld  pos i t i ve l y  i s  be t t er  

t han  ever ,  and  the  fu ture  o f  Ro ta ry  i s  b r igh t ,”  he  says .   “The  R.  I .  S t ra t eg ic  P lan  

and  The  Rotary  Foundat ion  Fu ture  V is ion  Plan  are  g ood roadmaps  to  t he  fu ture .   

However ,  t he  dec is ions  about  t he  se l ec t ion  o f  s t ra t egic  par tners ,  t he  recrui tmen t  

o f  younger  members ,  and  the  faci l i ta t ion  o f  d i s t r i c t  change to  enable  younger  

l eaders  to  serve  as  d i s t r i c t  governors  w i l l  con t inue  to  requ ire  l eaders  o f  

uncommon  v i s ion  and  w isdom. ”  

 
  


